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the attainment of the ideal of freedom. Once the ideal of
Communism is placed in that perspective, it will be possible to
appraise it correctly. We shall pursue Communism as long as-
it will serve as a means for our advancing towards the goal
of freedom. As soon as it will be clear that Communism no-
longer serves the purpose, or as soon as it will be evident that.
Communism realised does not establish freedom, it will be
perfectly consistent with our revolutionary conscience to say:.
No, that is not what we wanted.
Our attitude towards the Soviet Union, our defence of Soviet.
Policy, starts from one assumption: that Socialism has been,
established, or is being built, in the Soviet Union.    There is-
still another assumption: that in a socialist society man will be:
free.  With these two assumptions, we maintain that, Socialism,
having beea established in the Soviet Union, conditions favour-
able for further advance towards the goal of freedom have also
been created there.   Therefore, we think that any attack oa.
Soviet Russia will be a danger  to the future of humanity;,
therefore, progressive humanity must stand by the Soviet Union.
Given that hypothetical view, in the case of a conflict between
the Soviet Union and some other countries,  we can take an
uncritical attitude; as for instance, regarding the polarisation
between the U.&A. and the U.S.S.R. We shall be for the
Soviet Union* Why? Because that is a socialist country.  But.
unless we believe that the best possible world has been created
in the Soviet Union, we cannot be uncritical as regards its
internal   conditions and external   policies,   the   latter being,
determined by the former. Our loyalty is based on an assump-
tion; we are loyal not to the geographical entity called the
U.S.S.R.; we are loyal to an ideal, and we believe that it has-
been attained in that country. Since the   whole attitude is
hypothetical, it is only reasonable that we should  ascertain if
our assumption is founded on facts. Ourf loyalty entitles us to
see what is really happening in the Soviet Union. The time has
come when we must examine one of our theoretical  presup-
positions, that a reorganisation of society, on the abolition
of private ownership ia the means of production, really removes
all obstacles on the road to man's freedom.  So long as Com-
mtiafem was still an imattaiaed ideal, we could only cherish it